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Iron Horse Invasive /Noxious Weed Program And Wildflower Direction
Introduction

One primary goal of Iron Horse HOA is to help give direction to the homeowners on noxious and
invasive weeds and how to minimize their spread. In addition, the HOA will actively manage for
minimal weeds in the public areas and within the roads right of ways (lands between the roadway edge
and the private property line).

Invasive weeds dominate native plants, and push out the pollinators. They also displace food sources
for the native wildlife.

The first step to noxious weed management is identification of the probable predator weed species
typically found on Iron Horse properties. These weeds are also abundant in many parts of the greater
Flathead County.

“Weed control is unfortunately not a quick process and will require years of diligent work to achieve
control and/or eradication of weeds. Using multiple properly timed methods of control will affect the
success rate.” Flathead County Weed Prevention website

Canadian thistle (Cirsium arvense) a noxious weed, common throughout the west and
Canada, that spreads by roots and seeds and outcompetes native plants.

At early stages At flower/seed stage

Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) is a biennial and perennial plant, and it usually has a stout
taproot and pubescent stems when young. It is native to Europe and it has spread to N. America,
where it is considered an invasive species.

Spotted Knap Weed at early Stage Spotted Knap weed at flower stage
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Leafy spurge is a noxious weed native to Furasia that invades pastures, grasslands, and roadsides.

Hounds Tongue (Cynoglossum officinale)
Houndstongue is a toxic biennial weed native to Furasia. It is commonly aggressive.

Hounds tongue at seed stage Hounds tongue at flower stage

Yellow Toad Flax (butter & Eggs - Linaria Vulgaris) is a resilient, invasive and noxious perennial
plant. It is known for its vigorous growth, extensive underground root system and effective seed

dispersal. Therefore, it is difficult to control.




Russian Knapweed was deleted from the list due to the very close similarities to Spotted Knapweed.

Maullein (Verbascum Thapsus), the great mullein, or common mullein, is a species of mullein native
to Europe and frequently seen throughout the western U.S. Tt is a hairy biennial plant that can grow to 2
m tall or more. Its small, yellow flowers are densely grouped on a tall stem, which grows from a

large rosette of leaves. It grows in a wide variety of habitats, but prefers well-lit, disturbed soils, where it
can appear soon after the ground receives light, from long-lived seeds that persist in the soil seed bank.
It is a common weedy plant that spreads by prolifically producing seeds, and has become invasive in the
west.

Mullien at early stage Mullien at maturity

Ox-Eye Daisy

Ox-eye daisy (Leuceanthemum vulgare) is a perennial herbaceous species with a creeping root system.
Individual plants can reach 1 to 3 ft. in height and have up to 40 flowering stems. The National Park
Service lists this species as Noxious and invasive. Ox-eye daisy is an aggressive invasive species. Once
established, it can spread rapidly by means of roots and seeds into undisturbed meadows, woodlands,
and riparian areas. It forms dense stands that tend to displace native vegetation, especially wildflowers.
The end result is a species-poor plant community of use to few wildlife species. Ox-ye Daisy is quite
similar to Shasta Daisy; however the Shasta Daisy has a larger head. Shasta Daisy is not considered to
be a noxious weed.

Photos of Ox-Eye Daisy Close up of Ox-Eye Daisy




Recommendations for weed prevention and management for Landowners:
e Consult with a certified applicator/weed specialist to set up an annual weed
prevention/management plan.
e Note: The contracted weed specialist for Iron Horse treats 12 feet on each side of the road
pavement. Weeds beyond the 12 feet zone are the responsibility of the landowner.

Requirements:
e Any imported topsoil must be certified as noxious/invasive weed free topsoil.

Wildflower Direction

Plantings of wildflowers such as pictured are not permitted on any Iron Horse properties. Follow the
Design Review Guidelines for a list of accepted plants, trees and groundcovers. If any questions,

Ty consult with a landscape architect or landscape designer experienced with projects on
Iron Horse.

Sources for Weed Direction:

Eco Smart Weed Control- Kalispell, MT

Flathead County Weed Website

Teton county Weed Program (Jackson Hole, Wy)-Website

Sources for Certified Weed free topsoil: Creston topsoil, Kalispell, MT. (Approved annually by Glacier
NP
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